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i RICH Ci 
MEN TO HAVE PREMONITIONS OF 
THEIR ORDEAL TO COME AND 
EVEN OF THEIR OWN DEAT! 








2 The Shadow Of Dedth 
Chapter 1. Strange Forebodings 


THE NIGHT BEFORE A PARTY OF Et 











BG[IN THe DREAMED THAT THEY, | 
WERE ATTACKING A HUT IN A 
JUNGLE, VILLAGE 

















The Shadow Of Death 








TN RIS DREAM, THOMAS SAW HIS COLONEL 





PARALYSED WITH HORROR, 

sPORAL WATCHED 
iT ir POT [DIRECTLY AT Hi 
FIRE. s 

























4 The Shadow Of Death 











R_N.C.0. OF THE PARTY, SERGEANT BILL BALDOCK , WAS A COCKNEY LIKE 













— 


SERVICE . 


NO SUCH LUCK / 
MY WALK OVER, 
LAMBETH BRIDGE 
WILL HAVE To WAIT 
UNTIL T GET BACK 
TM AFRAIO . 























PREPARATIONS FOR THE RAID WENT ON 
AND CORPORAL THOMAS HAD MIS 
SAPPERS CHECK AND RECHECK THE 
DEMOLITION EQUIPMENT - 

AND THE OTHER EXPLODER . 
THAT'S TWO_OF EVERYTHING # YoU 
KNOW, BRIGGSY — I'VE A FUNNY 
FEELING ABOUT THIS TRIPS 















HE CONFIDED HIS OMINOUS DREAM TO 

SAPPER BRIGGS - » + 

FRANKLY, 

BRIGGSY 

TOON" LIKE 
Ihe 














YOU'RE TOO CAREFUL 

TO_LET A JAP SHOOT YOU, CORP, 

(T'S FUNNY ~T'AD A DREAM,TOO— ‘ap 

4 ROPE ROUND ME NECK L ASK YER 

NOW, COULD THAT HAPPEN 2 WE'RE 
ALL JUMPY, C GUESS . 











The Shadow Of Deoth s 

JEUTENANT “LUCKY® SKINNER, R.E. WAS IN CHARGE. OF THE RIGHT, CHAPS, J] 
‘DEMOLITION PARTY. A BRAVE OFFICER HE HAD. ALREAGY GET LOADED UPY 
RURMVED TWO FREAK ESCAPES, HANDLING EXPLOSNES WW ONE LOT INTO ny 








WACO GLIDER : 





CORPORAL ‘THOMAS, SIR, IS GOING WITH YOU, 
THE COLONEL AND BALDOCK . TAKE GOOD CARE 
[OF HIM, SIR—T DEPEND ON HIS THOROUGHNESS « 








LEAVE HIM TO ME, 
SKINNER «ALL LOADED 
UP, THEN 2 





6 The Shadow Of Death 





@Y NIGHTFALL — THE GLIDERS WERE IN THEIR 
TOWING POSITIONS , THE MEN PARADED FOR 


TAKE-OFF — TWELVE TO EACH GLIDER . 








You'Re ALWAYS: 
BLOOMIN’ LATE, 
BRIGGS /AT THE 
DOUBLE ;NOW/ 














MAJOR BRODIE KNEW THE SERGEANT WELL) 
ENOUGH TO BE FRANK. . « 





FRETTING WITH TENSION, TREY 

WAITED FOR THEIR LEADER 

RAaJOR BRODIE | THREE 

OS ROE nantes Lare 

Pido ton J ALREADY 7 NO, 

Te O09 gd SERGEANT, COLONEL 

* ay werecone CAGOSES 

HIS OWNTIMME «+» 
















OU KNOW, BALDOCK, HE TOLD 
ME_HE'D PICKED TONIGHT FOR THE RAID 
BECAUSE IT WAS A LUCKY DAY! AN 
UNPREDICTABLE MAN, THE COLONEL, BUT 
A BORN LEADER, IF EVER I MET ONE 








The Shadow Of Death 





COLONEL IASON MACGORE HIMSELE VAD BEEN GOING INTO FINAL DETAILS 
AWITH GENERAL SIR HORACE WATKIN: 

















FINE GENERAL SHRUGGED — THERE WAS LITTLE PROFIT IN ARGUING WITH MACGORE - 





WELL , THE WHOLE OPERATION WAS ON WAY OWN 
YOUR IDEA. ‘T WON'T INTERFERE» AD WILL ) 
BENT ON JOUR OWN HEAD BE, SIRS 











8 The Shadow Of Death 
ACCOMPANIED GY GENERAL WATKINS, THE COLONEL STRODE ACROSS THE AIRSTRIP. 
~ THANK THE STARS, AT LASTS, EB 


SERGEANT BALDOCK/ BRING THe 
PARTY TO ATTENTIONS 

















AS THE MEN FILED IN, TO THE ROAR OF THE TWO DAKOTAS REVVING UP, LIEUTENANT 
‘SKINNER CAME UP TO’ COLONEL MACGORE « 





000, Mi GLAD YOU 
of REMINDED ME, SKINNER -. - 
LOOK GLIDERS, 

K\ AND COME WITH Me. 
AA Wet TALK ABOUT IT. 

















INSIDE THE WACO, MACGORE SAT HUNCHED AND SILENT AS THE PILOT WAITED FOR 





THE SIGNAL FROM TH! 








= 


=, 








10 The Shadow Of Death 





[THE THUNDEROUS DAKOTAS WERE STRAINING AGAINST THEIR BRAKES AS THE PILOTS 
STEPPED UP THE POWER . 
LIFTING INTO THE AIR « 














THEY ORONED ON THROUGH THE NIGHT AND AT FIRST THE MEN WERE SILENT. WEN 
TALC BEGAN, TF TURNED TO THE SUBJECT OF DREAMS +s 
BY Yean, THE CORP DREAMT . 
WE. WAS ATTACKIN' A VILLAGE 
AND ME, ALL T REMEMBER 
T Was-SWINGIN® 
THE ROPE 












1 RECKON THEY'RE 
INDIGESTION / LET'S 
ie ELSE. 


CHE COLONEL TOOK NO PART IN THE CONVERSATION = JUST SAT STARING MOODILY INTO THE 
[DIVINESS OF THE SOXLIKE FUSELAGE 








The Shadow Of Death “" 


THE GUBER BUMPED UNSTEADILY IN THE ] [BUT EVEN AS MAJOR BRODIE SPOKE, THE | 
POCKETS CF AIR OVER THE JUNGLE-CLAD | |GLIDER GAVE A WILD LURCH » 

HILLS — THEY WERE OVER ENEMY-HELD | . Fe 

COUNTRY « 




















THE TOW-FCPE MUST HAVE HAD A WEAKNESS. 
AND ON THE SUDDEN UP-SURGE OF AIR, IT PARTED, 
THE THIRTEEN OCCUPANTS OF THE GLIDER WERE 
ADRIFT BEFORE THEIR TIME . . + 

















WE'LL NEVER DROP 
NEAR THE BRIDGE NOw- 
THE OTHER FORCE WILL 
HAVE TO 00 THE JOB, 
WITHOUT THE 
DEMOLITION PARTY 





i2 The Shadow Oj Death 


THE GLIDER WAS LOSING HEIGHT RAPIDLY AND THE SENSATION BROUGHT BACK TO 
BRIGGS THE SICK MEMORY OF HIS DREAM. 








THIS ISA 
FINE TIME TO 
REMEMBER / 





one . p” iN \ 
DOWN, EVER. SO SLI (Ny ik 
Soares | ml 


BRODIE HAD BEEN SEARCHING FEVERISHLY AHEAD FOR SOME SORT OF CLEARING 
‘SAW WHAT HE WANTED + 





INTHE JUNGLE — THEN HE 














The Shadow Of Death no 


Chapter 2. Crash Landing | 


HE GLIDER PLANED SILENTLY DOWN OUT OF THE NIGHT TOWARDS THE NATIVE 
VILLAGE, THE PILOT DESPERATELY AIMING FOR A GAP BETWEEN THE THATCHED 
HUTS . FIGURES SCURRIED ay z = a 


AWAY FROM THE OPEN a; ‘ é. 
SPACES AS \T BORE IN AT y i 
SIXTY MILES AN HOUR: . . t wae 
























CRASH LANQING. 
DRILL / CHECK YOUR, 
SAFETY BELTS — 
A CANO HANG ON J 











14 The Shadow Of Death 


SUDDENLY, MACGORE RECOGNISED THE FIGURES IN THE FAST APPROACHING VILLAGE 
AND THERE WAS A HINT OF PANIC 





N_HIS SHOUT. 


SAPS S. 
GREAT HEAVENS / 
77'S DISASTER 
DISASTER S 











THE GLIDER LEVELLED OUT... THEN WENT RIPPING AND PLOUGHING AT A 
PERILOUS SPEED THROUGH THE” RUSH HUTS « 





QUICKLY ~ QUICKLY 
KILL THE WHITE 
DEVILS / 














The Shadow Of Death 4s 





[THE GLIDER JARRED HEAVILY ON THE GROUND, BOUNCED TWICE AND SLEWED TO A 
SHATTERING NOSE-DOWN HALT. A JAGGED TREE-STUMP CAUGHT MAJOR BRODIE ANO 
IGHT 











ENT THERE WAS NO MOVEMENT FROM INSIDE THE SMASHED-UP GLIDER... | 
ED, DAZED FIGURES BEGAN TO STAGGER QUT, JASON MACGORE iN 
ia = 4 


AT THE i 
SWINE # 
KILL THEM!) 











16 The Shadow Of Death 

WASON MACGORE, THE MAN OF ACTION, HAD RECOVERED HIMSELF. SWINGING A GREAT 

SAMURAI SWORD WHICH HE HAD WRENCHED FROM HIS FIRST VICTIM, HE CHARGED INTO 
NEMY LIKE A DEMENTED SAMSON AMONG THE PHILISTINES « 














Ni 
FRO} GLI AND WAS. 
TOSSING THEM INTO THE NEARBY 
HUTS 





WHILE TOUGH, WIRY SERGEANT BILL GALDOCK WAS EVERYWHERE — PUMI 
RATTLING TOMMY GUN AT THE JAPANESE . 








The Shadow Of Death 0 


S [EVENTUALLY THE FIRING DIED OUT— AND SEVEN SWEATING, BLOOD-SMEARED MEN 
GATHERED TO THEIR LEADER, EXHAUSTED WITH NERVOUS TENSION , THE HORROR 
OF THE CRASH AND THE FURY’OF HAND-TO-HAND FIGHTING . z 








BY A MIRACLE,“ 
WE SEEM TO HAVE 
EARED EM,SIR 








EVEN AS THE SOLDIER SPOKE, THERE 
CAME A SUDDEN BURST OF FIRE — AND 
0 





THAT HUT 
( OVER THERES 








18 The Shadow a ae 
50 IT_WAS THAT CORPORAL. ORYIG. THOMAS 
POUND HIMSELF LIVING HIS DREAM 
‘BOTH OF YOU, 
KEEP ME COVERED! 
TLL CATCH THEM = /7 
Na r 





















"ARALYSED WITH TERROR, THOMAS WATCHED AS MACGORE CREPT UPTO THE AUT, 
Kicked OPEN THE ‘poo AND FIRED A WITHERING BURST INSIDE 








a ee ae ee COLONEL 
AD MS eee Rhee | 








The Shadow Of Deatn id 





TFoR A MOMENT, EVERYTHING WAS. 
STILL AND THOMAS! FLESH CRINGED 
FOR HE KNEW WHAT WOULD HAPPEN 
NEXT . fg 





INSTINCT TOOK OVER— AND THOMAS FLUNG 
HIMSELF FLAT ON THE GROUND 


























[OVER HIS HEAD. 


TE HEARD THE HYSTERICAL CHATTER OF 
THE GUN AND THE HISS OF THE BULLETS 











WAS ® GASPING ; CHOKING SOUND Te WAS THE MAN BaWW0 |= 
HIT. 














20 The Shadow Of Death 

FORA MOMENT, DAVID LAY THERE — WHITE AS A SHEET AND SHIVERING . THER 
HE FOUND HIMSELF BEING DRAGGED TO HIS RELUCTANT FEET AND HUSTLED 
FORWARD BY LIEUTENANT SKINNER : Pe 
































The Shadow Of Death 2 
mE 


S FLAMING , SPRAYING THE INSIDE 
WITH BULLETS , THEY STORMED II 











NING UTENSLS «THERE WAS 


GREAT SCOTT # 

WHAT'RE WE 

FIGHTING ON 
THIS TRIP 
GHOSTS / 








2 The Shadow Of Death 





TOGETHER THi =D 
VIOLENT CLATTER OF MACHINE 


IEy_DAGHED OUT OF THAT INCREDIBLE HUT _AND EVEN AS THEY RAN, THE 











STARTED BEHIND THEM AGAIN . 
7 Sa = 











BUT LIEUTENANT SKINNER WAS NOT 
IE MAN TO ACCEPT, THE 
INEXPLICABLE FOR LONG 


HERE, BRIGGS — LET ME HAVE YOUR. 
GRENADES / I THINK T KNOW WHERE 
THE BLIGHTERS ARE ! GIVE ME 
ALL THE COVERING-FIRE 
YOU CAN. + 








THE BRAVE SKINNER WAS NEVER LUCKIER] 
‘THAN WHEN HE RAN BACK TOWARDS THE 
HUT THROUGH A VERITABLE HAIL OF 
BULLETS » - + 













JUST AS HE GOT THERE THE FIRING 
STOPPED—AND THE MUZZLES DISAPPEARED. 








The Shadow. Of Death B 


THE LIEUTENANT BURST IN— THE HUT WAS EMPTY AGAIN . HE DUCKE! 
BESIOE THE NEAREST OVEN AND SAW A TREMOR OF MOVEMENT OF HE HEAVY. STEEL 
iG 























TRE GRENADES HAD FOUR-SECOND FUSES... 
COUNTED THREE BEFORE HE GRABGED THE LID... 


AND SLAMMED IT DOWN AGAIN ON THE 
EXPLOSION. 








24 The Shadow Of Death 


WHEN ALL WAS QUIET AGAIN, THE ‘COLONEL: JASON MACGORE TURNED TO 

OTHERS CAME INTO THE HUT. THE OTHERS +. + 

E=- = ONLY FIVE OF US LEFT £ WHATEVER'S: 
WELL DONE, HAPPENED TO THE OTHER PARTY, WE 




















<7”. Ove! 
‘ERE , SIR 
ONE OF TH 
LOCALS F 


The Shadow Of Death a 


Chapter 3. The Blind Man 


THE FOUR MEN JOINED BRIGGS BESIDE THE EMACIATED BODY OF AN OLD BURMAN. THE 
NATIVE'S EYES WERE LIFELESS AND STARING . . . BUT THEN HIS LIPS MOVEO . 


HE jmusT HAVE 
IN HERE 














HALTINGLY, THE BLIND MAN 
TO SPEAK... 


BEGAN 


HAVE £057 YOUR 
BROTHERS ~ T SEE 
THEM DEAD / THE 
WATER RUNS OVER 
THEIR HEADS 








2% The Shadow Of Death 





SURPRISE 


~~ Frewas ar) 
CBE S08 





l, No 
(7 _Time FoR THAT, 
SKINNER # LET'S: 
GET THOSE STORES 
‘OUT OF THE 





‘SOON THE DEMOLITION EQi 
GLIOER . | AMA? 





~ ., GELIGNITE 
EXPLODER, FUSES — 
EVERYTHING , SIR 








The Shadow Of Death 





NILE COLONEL MACGORE WENT OFF WITH A MAP AND A COMIPASS TO TAKE 
BEARINGS, THE OTHERS BREWED TEA OVER A FIRE ANO GOT OUT RATIONS - 





GIVE HIM. 

‘SOME TEA, BUT. 

KEEP AN EYE 
ON HIM. 


AM NOT SPY, 
Goon sin? Yet 


MEN WITH EYES 
LIKE YOURSELVES: 
CANNOT SEE! 








Ce TRIED TO DISPEL 
THE UNEASY EERINESS OF THAT SCENE 
wir 

A FORTUNE-TELLER, 

EH? HOW ABOUT 

TELLING US IF WE'RE 


SOMETIMES IT 
1S NOT GOOD TO KNOW 
THE FUTURE . . . BUT 
IF YOu WISH TO KNOW 


THE SERGEANT, DESPITE HIS SCEPTICISM 
FELT A CHILL COME OVER HIM. - - 


YEAH, GO ONS 
TLL TRY 
ANYTHING 


You WiLL. 
LIVE TO CROSS 








2 The Shadow Of Deoth 


THUNDERSTRUCK * WHAT DID THIS MAN KNOW OF SERGEANT 
‘ONOON > 





WELL, IT MEANS T 
Lt 








vouRTe. KS 

puRase ro a tee! Ay ; 
EVEN GALOOCK A070 SMILE 
REMAINED IMPASSIVE « 








The Shadow: Of Death DB 


HEN THE BLIND MAN TURNED HiS FACE TOWARDS BRIGGS » 








YOU ARE ALWAYS 5 HAS HAS THAT'S 








30 The Shadow Of Death 
“THE OULD MAN SLOWLY SHIFTED HIS BLIND GAZE TO DAVID THOMAS AND SPOKE 
"YOU_WHO DO 
NOT ASK... YOU ARE 
DIFFERENT. f TELL YOU 
THAT YOU WILL COUNT 
TEN, BEFORE YOU 
OFFER UP YOUR 





MAS 
AGAIN FOR THE WORDS SEEMED TO CONFIRM Hts, 
[OWN GROWING KNOWLEDGE THAT HIS NUMBER, 

BAWas COMING UP. . - 





"YOU ALREADY HAVE 
VISIONS OF FEAR . SUT 
YOU, TOO, HAVE COURAGE — 
OF A DIFFERENT KIND. NOT 
UNTIL THE WORLD ROARS: 

ABOUT YOU, WiLL YOU 

SEE CLEARLY THE: 





1 DON'T 
2 UNDERSTAND A 
‘WORD ~ BUT I SUPPOSE 
TT MEANS SOMETHING . 








VERY 
WELL, TELL MEL, 





FOR SEVERAL SECONDS, THERE WAS SILENCE, THEN 
THE OLO MAN SLOWLY TURNED HIS HEAD 


HAVE NO 
NEED TO TELL 








The Shadow Of Death 
MACGORE TURNED AWAY, CLENCHING HIS TEETH. 
2 KNOW SOMETHING NOW 











OF HERE 
WE'VE & LONG WAY 
To GO,F Z 





The Shadow Of Death 


"TAKE THAT PATH, BEYOND, 
THE HUT WITH THE OVENS. 





THE WAY 
HE SAYS 7 








Ea The Shadow Of Death. 









(MACGORE LED! THEM WITHOUT A WORD, NOT 
SOON IT WAS DAYLIGHT 








(Zz. 


aN WHY THE HECK 
BA rue CoLONeL, Takes 
WORD 









Bf THE OLD MAN'S 

RA WITHOUT QUESTION 

ES 1_DON'T KNOW. «2 It's 
FLIPPIN? DANGEROUS 1 











SUDDENLY MACGORE HALTED. TO THEIR STRAINING EARS CAME THE TREAD OF 
FEET, ANDO THE JANGLE OF EQUIPMENT - . « 











The Shadow Of Death 35 
Ey _TIREW THEMSELVES (NTO THE UNDERGROWTH IN VARIOUS DIRECTIONS ANG] 
"SKINNER LEAPED UPWARDS TO THE COVER OF THE TREES ABOVE « 
RE WERE FURIOUS WHISPERS 











CURSE ITS IT'S, : 
THICKER THAN I EXPECTED! 
N 











PARTY OF JAPANESE; LEASING A MULE. APPEAREO FROW THE JUNGLE 
BueRe Was ANATIVE WITH TR Sa = 


36 The Shadow Of Death 





"THE ENEMY MOVED INTO THE SUNLIT CLEARING — AND SERGEANT 
BALDOCK TRIED TO IDENTIFY THE Ni 


ATIVE WITH THEM . 











THE JAPS PASSED ON. IT HAD BEEN A 

CHANCE INA MILLION 7 

EASY DOES 

IT, SIR # STONE 

Mes DIDNT T SAY 

| You WERE THE 

| LUCKIEST BLIGHTER 
EVER KNEW! 





EYES . HIS ARMS ACHED. THE 
TEMPTATION TO SHIFT HIS WEIGHT 
JAS UNBEARABLE 








The Shadow Of Death 7 


ALMOST BEFORE THEY REALISED TT, THEY HAD BROKEN THROUGH TO THE RVER - 








Piv's STRANGE — OOK , SIRT 


AN ut 7 
BUTT BELIEVE THIS ~ FE pf svt thar THe 
A TAI q 




















THEY WERE LOOKING ACROSS A BROAD MUD-BANK TOWARDS THE 
SLUGGISH WATERS OF THE RIVER WHICH FLOWED IN A DISTANT 
CHANNEL - F¥ES/ IT'S A WACO. POOR, ; 

= BLIGHTERS ! MUST HAVE (isseD }*4~ 


MAN WAS RIGHT, 
‘CONFOUND HIM / 
—_ 
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WHILE THE COLONEL WENT OFF, THE OTHERS BEGAN TO TALK 7 
oe ae ean | 
THE BLIND "THE WHOLE THING'S BEEN QUEER! WAS THE ROPE 
MAN MUST ‘AVE IY. DREAM; FOR INSTANCE — AND’ ROUND ME 
‘EARD ABOUT THIS: WHAT HAPPENED / BRIGGSY, NECK «+s 
T's RUM ALL END OF YOUR DREAM? 





































Tpth 











AWS WE CAN GO OFF OUR \% 
ROCKERS THIS. ways SHUT )= 
UP, THE PAIR OF YOUF J 


COLONEL J 
OD, Ae 
A ox 








Sill 


SO COLONEL JASON MACGORE LED FOUR MEN INSTEAD OF TWENTY-FOUR TO THE @RIDGE 
REROSS THE CHIKNIK RIVER WHICH HAO ONCE CARRIED AN OLD RAILWAY, ANO WAS 
NOw ON ONE OF THE MAIN JAPANESE SUPPLY ROUTES . 








The Shadow Of Death Ey 


TT WAS CLOSE TO NIGHTFALL WHEN THEY Renee ® POINT [=> 
TWO HUNDRED YARDS FROM THEI OBJECTIVE . 1a34. 

















The Shadow Of Death 





“INCASE THERE 
E ONLY FEW Si 
ONE. OF- 





The Shadow Of Death 
five Z z= 








THE HORRIFIED SERGEANT BALDOCK COULD SAY ANYTHING [AY 
7 


BEFORE T 
FURTHER < LIEUTENANT SKINNER BROKE IN URGENTL 





Naas Ets 
" INTHE WLAGE YY é ? 7) ; 





Rg The Shadow Of Death 


chapter a. The Bridge 


THE SOLDIERS HESITATED NERVOUSLY AT THE APPROACHES T0 THE BRIDGE —- AND 
THEN VICUTENANT SKINNER SHRUGGED AND STRODE FORWARD + 














Werth We CAN'T 
LEAVE THE OLD MAN 
THERE ANYWAY, HE 

















B,QUCS, EXAMINATION, SHOWED THAT IT, WAS THE BLIND OLD MAN “AND HE 
BLY SHOT BY THE JAPS » AS THEY MOVED HIM OFF THE 
ROAD "A LOW RUMBLING SOUND ECHOEO THROUGH THE HILLS - 




















The Shadow Of. Death eB 


"THEY SCURRIED INTO HIDING AGAIN AS A SMALL PARTY OF JAPS CLATTERED ONTO 
THE BRIDGE . 











INTHE GARINESS BEFORE THE MOON ROSE) 
MACGORE CREPT UP BEHIND THE JAPANESE, 
SENTRY 











The Shadow Of eath 





<3 
SET, SIRS 3 
We Gor tHe 





JDDENLY THERE WAS A ViViD FLASH OF LIGHTNING «. . FOR A MOMENT. 
VERYIHING WAS ILLUMINATED AS LIGHT AS DAY Tey SROZe IN Tus 





THOUGHT 
RAIN THEN 
THE MOM 





The Shadow Of Death ss 


DARKNESS AGAIN, SEEMINGLY MORE (BRIGGS, STAY HERE AND SEE 
INTENSE THAN EVER , THEN THE THAT NOTHING COMES UNDONE. 
REVE! TING THUNDER |THE CORPORAL AND 1 WILL 

> PAY OUT THE WIRE. 








YES. B 
HARRY, IT 45 
RAINING! QUICKLY 


BRIGGS, KEEP 4 
LOOK~ OUT 
you'LL BE 
ALL_RIGHT, BRIGGSY— 


BACK IN FIVE 
7 





SOMETHING'S UP; 





T'M_WAITIN’. 


had The Shadow Of Death 


THE IRAN WAS LASHING DOWN Now. IT HAD TAKEN TWO HECTIC HOURS TO LAY TRE 
DETONATORS BUT ALL THEY HAD LEFT TO 00 WAS TO CONNECT UP THE EXPLODER 
| LE 


es “at 
Fn GG een 





Just 
“Batic TO 


GOOD MANS 
EASIER THANT HAD 
EXPECTED 
















| Towne ‘GOOD GRIEF, NO, SIR? 

EXPLODER AND PULLED THE PLUNGER | HELOS TE ANYTHING WELL, 

TO THE TOP OF ITS RATCHET. THEN, WEILL BE BACK WITH | 
HE_BEGAN TO FIX THE LEADS 2 BRIGGS AND BALDOCK 
ER — JUST IN CASE ,_| IN A MINUTE , SIRS 





WOES THN? Tans SRK] 


YOU SHOVE DOWN ON THE FUNGER| 
WITH ALL YOUR WEIGHT, SIR / THE 





The Shadow Of Death we 





SERGEANT BALOOCK SAW THE TWO COME BACK OVER THE BRIDGE. THEN TO 
ius HORROR, THERE WAS A JAGGED FORK OF LIGHTNING , BRIGHTER THAN 
nN 





BUT IN THOMAS SAW 
BRIGGS UP AGAINST THE GIRDERS — HIS EYES WIDE WIHi 
TERROR . THERE WAS. E 





The Shadow Of ‘Death 


Tr WAS THEN THAT BRIGGS AT LAST REMEMBERED THE 
END OF HIS NIGHTMARE 


TRY AND SUCK 
OUT THE VENOM 7 





The Shadow Of Death a 


[SQDDENTY THERE WERE FLASHES BEYOND THE FAR BANK AND THe AIR WAS 
WITH THE RATTLE GF SMALLARMS FIRE . GALDOCK'S 

















SKINNER TOOK ONE BRIEF LOOK AT THE DETONATORS 
BOSITION AND THEN JOINED THE SERGEANT AS HE SPRAYED: 
AR BANK WITH BULLETS 








50 The Shadow Of Death 


EVEN AS THEY ROLLED CLEAR — A JAPANESE GRENADE BURST ON THE 
SKINNER HAD BEEN 











WAS, SRR Ae SA DO PERS To ohoee, Bra 


THOMAS STRUGGLED ALONG WITH BRIGGS. OUT OF THE DA\ 
BURLY PANTING FIGURE ~ 


MACGORE HERE! 
WHAT IN HECK'S. 











The Shadow Of Death st 











R The Shadow Of Death 
DRENCHED TO THE SKIN, SKINNER AND BALDOCK COUNTED THE SECONDS . 
TLL KEEP AN EYE IT'S. VERY QUIET — 
We YOU ASK ME, SIR, 
THE JAPS ARE ‘GETTIN’ 
READY TO RUSH USS 




















The Shadow Of Death 3 





LANDING — TACK 
OK OUSE IN THE 
VILLAGE 





SUDDENLY MORE HEAVY FIRING BROKE 
DISTANT FIGURES BROKE FROM COVER, 

















bad The Shadow Of Death 
[BALDOCK FIRED A BURST ANO THEN TOOK A QUICK LOOK OVER HIS SHOULDER - 





Se: 
iG TO THE 
in ors Away FROM 
brig ij i CWP 
j ¢ 


VGH 








[FOR A FLEETING MOMENT THE TWO MEN 
LOOKEG AT EACH OTHER - 
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FOR ONE AGONISING SECOND, BALDOCK HESITATED — THEN HE RAN LIKE MAD, 
ZIGZAGGING AGROSS THE BRIDGE 
















TLL GET AWAY SOMEHOW! 
(COME ON, YOU DEVILS! TNA THD 
TVE GOT WINE LIVES — SO 
COME AND GET EMTS 











PANTING HERTAY, wos ay 
THE SERGEANT HAO. SKINNER SAYS if 
REACHEO THE CTHERS...J — BLOW THE pou: 

Bree 









euT— 
BUT HE's 
STILL ON 















The Shadow Of Death 


FTHEY LOOKED UP— THE BRIDGE WAS 
STL INTACT. LIGHTNING AND. 
THUNDER HAD CAUSED THE FLASH AND 








SMEY WERE NOT TO RNOW THAT THE: 
UNCONSCIOUS BRIGGS IN THE CONVULSIONS 
TERE WAS A ELINDING FLASH AND 


OF MIS VIOLENT DEATH HAD TORN ‘THE 
A TREMENDOUS NOISE + | [Wage ApArer . 














LIEUTENANT SKINNER, MEANWHILE » HAD RACED ACROSS THE BRIDGE AFTER 
KILLING notte $b ‘OF JAPS ATTACKING HIM. TO HIS SAW HIS. 
AL 0 = 


The Cigcuir' 
BROKEN! JM 





The Shadow Of Death ty 


SKINNER SUDDENLY KNEW HE HAD HAD HIS NINTH LIFE, WHEN, 
FROM THAT MOMENT, HE MUST CHOOSE HIS OWN DESTINY « 








STANK TRACKS J 
a 





FTHE LIEUTENANT FIXED HIS TEN-SECOND FUSE ON TO HIS HASTILY PRIMED CHARGE — 
LIT IT = AND DASHED RESOLUTELY ON TO THE BRIDGE «« « 
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THE FAR END OF THE BRIDGE SEEMED TO BE ALIVE WITH JAPS - BULLETS BIT INTO THE 
PLANKING ALL ABOUT SKINNER — 42 COULD NOT SURVIVE SUCH A MURDEROUS FIRE » 


I. ee. 
: 










© TASTTHOMAS REACHED VHE COUNT OF TEN, THERE WAS A SMALL EXPLOSION 
KAN [Ano No more « 














THOMAS AND THE SERGEANT STAREO AT THE CORPORAL 
EACH OTHER, BLACK DESPAIR ON THEIR 
FACES, WHILE THE COLONEL MUTTERED 
WILDLY TO HIMSELF . 


’SKINNER'S LUCK’S 
OVER—AND HE DIED 
FOR NOTHING 


HEARD A HOARSE 
WHISPER. BESIDE 


L f AGO, T00, EN? 

j , iw’ COMIN’ 
THEN THOMAS FELT IN HIS POCKETS . HE 
WAS DAZED AND SICK AND VERY MUCH 
AERAD ~ BUT HE KNEW WHAT HE HAD TO 





TT WAS BALDOCK —THE TOUGH, 
VETERAN, UNSHAKEABLE IN TI 
OF CERTAIN DEATH . 





The Shadow Of Death 9 


THE BRIOGE WAS STREWN WITH THE BLOOD-STAINED KHAKI BODIES OF DEAD JAPS . 
GTRERS WERE MOVING ON To IT BESIDE TWO TAN! 





f coewaro, 
You CURS 4 








AS “SERGEANT BALDOCK STROVE TO HAUT THE ENEMY ADVANCE , THOMAS STRUGGLED ] 
FO LIGHT THE FUSE ON HIS REMAINING CHARGE 





CURSE IT! IT 
MUST WORK — 
17 MUST S 





a The Shadow Of Death 





‘LEAVE HIN, 
LAD — GRAE 
YOUR: GUN, THE 
JAPS ARE ALMOST 
ACROSS THE BRIDGE /} 








the Shadow Of Death 


THE JAPS HAD ALREADY REACHED THE CHARGES AND WERE TEARING OUT THE WIRES 
THOMAS FLUNG HIS USELESS EXPLOSIVES ASIDE AND HE AND BALDOCK TOOK 


you're 
JOO LATE f 
‘TOO LATES 


es 1p 
[AND SO DAVID THOMAS ANI 


TOWARDS THE BRIOGE 





62 The Shadow Of Death 


AND THEN Wy 












The Shadow Of Death 





63 
TBATTERED BY THE FORCE OF THE EXPLOSION, MINDS REELING AT THE ORDEAL WHICH 
UTNE NAD SURVIVED, SERGEANT BALDOCK ‘AND CORPORAL THOMAS TURNED 

Bac 


THEIR 
KS ON THE WRECKED MASS OF METAL WHICH WAS HALF-SUBMERGED IN THE 
| SURGING TORRENT THAT THE RIVER HAD BECOME, 


“YoU KNOW , SARG! 

THe OL MIAN WAS RIGHT. 

WE'RE THE ONLY TWO 

SURVIVORS . . .T THOUGHT 

TWAS A PRACTICAL MAN 

—BUY THIS HAS GOT 
ME BEATEN / 


LOOK, SARGE , 
HERE'S THE 
VILLAGE f 


WE'RE ON 
THE RIGHT 





SOFARS { 


a The Shadow Of Death 


"THE VILLAGE WAS DESERTED AS THEY HAD LEFT Iv — EXCEPY THAT BY THE GAXERY 
THEY FOUND THE DERD BODY OF THE BLIND OLD IWAN £ 
BEEN : T NEVEF 
DEAD ABOUT sf WAS. QUIKE SURE 
THREE HOURS / HAT THE BOUY ON 
LUMME, THAT'S THE BRIDGE WAS 
A. STRANGE HIM. D0 YOU. 
MEMBER, SARGE , 
SAID 10 YOU 
YOU'LL WALK OVER 
LAMBETH BRIDGE — 
OVER. HIS DEAD 











7OME ON BLIGHTY 
LEAVE YET. 


OUER THE OEAD BODY OF THE BLIND OLD MAN~ AND 
YO REACH THE BRITISH POSITIONS « 





octer at dotinamathise 









ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS ... ACTION... DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No 100—VIOLENT DESTINY No. 102—DESERT FURIES 

















Every man has a price he will pay for The Western Desert was a sea of sand 
freedom—sometimes it is his life ! where small mobile columns fearlessly 
harried a powerful enemy. 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 

No. 103—HORIZON IN HELL 
Next month's FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
July 3rd, are 
No. 104—BULLDOG BREED No. 106—ROLL OF HONOUR 
No. 105—COLLISION COURSE No. 107DEATH TOOK NO SIDE 













A Tense, Thrill- 
Packed, Tremendous 
Story of how the 
RAF. tackled the 
formidable task of 
sinking the pride of 
: the German fleet 
THE TIRPITZ 


as she lay ina peace- 


ful Norwegian fiord. 


lia Domes j 
THIS IS JUST ONE OF FOUR NEW 


AIR ACE PICTURE LIBRARY 
ISSUES ON SALE NOW! 


Look out for the other Three Issues: 
. 55—WHIRLWIND IN THE SKY 
. 56—BATTLE-SCARRED 
. 57—NIGHT HAWKS 








